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May 2016 Newsletter


The meeting of the Jefferson Township Historical Society will be May 21st at 10 am in the White Church on Fire Road across from the Township fire hall.

Our featured speaker this month is Chris Sedlak, a Civil war historian. Chris appeared in the movie Gettysburg  in 1992, worked full-time as a background artist/consultant on the movie Gods and Generals in 2001 and in 2010 was a key contributor and advisor to an artillery display at the Heinz History Center. 
In 2013, the Iron City Guards were the host battery for the 150th Anniversary of Gettysburg living history encampment on the actual battlefield at Gettysburg on the actual anniversary dates at the bequest of the National Park Service.  Chris’s talk at our meeting is :

“Treasure in a Cornfield”

The Arabia was sunk in 1857 in the Missouri River.  Found in 1987, it was one of the most revealing finds of that time. When the Arabia sunk, with all its tons of everyday cargo, it was immediately encapsulated in silt and darkness.  When the artifacts were raised in 1987, they were pristine: fingerprints still surviving….and pickles that were still edible.  Although the Arabia has a permanent museum in St. Louis, a traveling exhibit made its way to Pittsburgh in 2014. Chris will present a video and picture tour of the artifacts and what amazing revelations they brought forth to set the historical record straight.
				Don’t Forget
The Plant Sale is this Friday and Saturday and the Bake Sale is June 11th.  Anyone who would prefer to make a money donation in lieu of bringing plants or baked goods to the sales can give their donations  to Frank Malardie or any member of the board.

There will be a History Fair at Meadowcroft Village this Saturday, May 14th starting at 11:15.

We have been working to clean out Heritage Hall and sort out items that need to go to other organizations. We still have many historical items to go in our museum but we are running out of space to put them there so we will be looking about buying a second building to put next to the new one on that site.  Any donation toward purchasing another building will be gladly accepted.
Some people have asked how we acquired the land that the Museum building is standing on. The lot was donated to us several years ago by Mr. William Magee who lived between Bethany and Wellsburg, WV.  Dave Choman is working on the handicapped ramp at the museum. 

The Memorial Service will be May 30th starting at 8:30am at the Veterans Memorial in Eldersville . Loretta B. Kendall and Jim Pitzer will be the speakers.
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